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Worship with us! Sundays at 10:15 am



Because Jesus…

The people of Grace United Methodist Church of Billings, 
Montana choose to fully embrace a commitment to Open Hearts, 
Open Minds, Open Doors and Witness for Christ as we share God’s love 
with all persons through worship, nurture, fellowship, and service. 
Our welcome erases all boundaries of age, race, ethnicity, culture, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, economic condition, or 
physical and mental ability. We seek to honor the beautiful, amazing 
diversity of Creation. We are proud to be a reconciling, inclusive 
community welcoming all of God’s people into full participation in our 
church and the larger community of Jesus Christ.

A Reconciling Church

Welcome to Grace United Methodist Church! I’m glad you’re here.

At Grace, we seek to transform our community by growing in the grace 
and love of Jesus. As followers of Jesus, we are committed to 
connecting with one another in a spirit of open-heartedness and love 
that honors the diversity of age, race, ethnicity, ability, sexual 
orientation, and gender identity that is God’s gift to us, to growing as 
spiritual people, to serving God by serving our neighbors, and to sharing 
the radically inclusive love of God. We do what we do for only one 
reason - because we believe that’s what Jesus did, and we want to be 
like him.

The season of Advent is a time for preparing and anticipating. It is also a 
time when many people long for something to deepen their faith and 
offer something beyond the lights and parties and presents and carbs.
This guide represents ways that you can be involved in the things that 
are happening at Grace during Advent. I would encourage you to try 
something new - just for these four weeks of Advent. Have a look, mark 
your calendars, and be sure to reach out for more information about any 
of the things you see here. You have a place at Grace. I hope this helps 
you find it!

Blessings,

Rev. Sarah Beck, Pastor



Advent/Christmas Worship
   This is Us - 
   Worship Series
   “This Is Us” is a TV 
    show about how 
    family shapes who 
    we are and who we 
    will be. Advent is a 
    time for us to 

remember our family story of faith; to think about how the 
stories of the ancestors of faith shaped the story of Jesus 
and how the story of Jesus shapes each of us - who we are 
and who we will be. Join us during Advent as we find 
ourselves in the story of us.

Christmas Eve at Grace
Wiggle-Friendly Worship
December 24 - 3:00 pm
The story of Christmas will come alive through storytelling, 
play, prayer, music, and lots of great fun in this interactive 
worship service planned with the whole family in mind. 
Everyone will find themselves part of the action as we make 
our way to the manger with Jesus! We will end the service 
with our cherished tradition of singing “Silent Night” by 
candlelight. 

Candlelight and Communion
December 24 - 8:00 pm
On this, the 200th anniversary of the song “Silent Night,” our 
choir has prepared extra special music for this evening 
when the world seems to stand still as we celebrate God 
With Us. Join us for a service of candlelight, word, song, 
and Holy Communion.



Special Worship Experiences

Las Posadas - Sunday, December 23 - 10:15 am
This service is at Grace
In the Latino tradition - especially in Mexico - one of the 
oldest Advent celebrations is Las Posadas. It is a service of 
anticipating the birth of Christ and commemorating the 
journey of Mary and Joseph. During worship on December 
23, we will experience a special service of scripture, music, 
and celebration in the tradition of Las Posadas. You won’t 
want to miss it!

Blue Christmas - Tuesday, December 18 - 7:00 pm
This service is at First United Methodist Church
The Holiday season can be hard for some - you may 
experience grief, loneliness, sadness, loss or you may just 
feel overwhelmed. You are not alone. We invite you to a time 
of quiet, candlelight, and music - an offer of comfort, 
healing, and hope for burdens you may carry.

Interfaith Solstice Service - Fri., December 21 - 7:00 pm
This service is at Congregation Beth Aaron
Due to limited space, this is an RSVP only event. Please 
contact the Shiloh UMC office (656-0050) or Rev. Tyler 
Amundson (pastortyler@shilohbillings.church) to RSVP. This 
service is a chance to stand with our sisters, brothers, and 
siblings in the Jewish community, and it is also a powerful 
chance to share our tradition with one another, so that we 
can better understand each other and work together to build 
a diverse and loving community in Billings. There will be 
song, prayer a message of hope, and we will support Family 
Promise together that evening.



Small Group Opportunities
Meal and Meditation

Meets: Every Monday at 5:30 pm in the Fireside Room
Contact Person: Mary Maheras (lazydblmm@msn.com)

Meal and Meditation gathers together weekly for a meal and a 
time of sharing concerns with one another, engaging in various 
studies, and getting involved with the outreach of the church. 
Newcomers are welcome at any time - supper will be provided. 

Thirsty Thursday
Meets: First Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm
Contact Person: Church Office (hello@graceumcbillings.org)

Thirsty Thursday is a time for the women of the congregation to 
get together for fellowship, food, and a glass of wine. Hosting 
duties rotate each month, and Thursday Thursday is always at 
someone’s house. For more information or to find out where 
Thirsty Thursday is being held, contact the church office.

Monday Book Clubs
Meets: Mon. 1:30 pm in Gathering Area

   OR Mon. 7:30 pm at City Brew (24th & King Ave W)

There are two book clubs that meet on Mondays. Each club 
reads a different book. For more information about the clubs and 
what they are reading, contact the church office.

12 Step Groups at Grace

Gamblers Anonymous
Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7 pm and Saturdays at 10 am

in the Fireside Room

Alcoholics Anonymous
Meets: Mondays at 6 am and Thursdays at 6 pm in Fireside Room



Short Term Classes
Making Meaning in Troubled Times

Meets: Wednesdays, November 28-December 19
   7-8:15 in the Fireside Room

Led By: Sarah Beck (sarah@graceumcbillings.org)

It is easy to get overwhelmed by suffering and injustice in the 
world. Sometimes as we hear about the troubling things going on 
in the world, we want to shut off or shut down. But what if we 
learned to engage with the painful parts of our life together in an 
attitude of prayer, listening for God’s word and God’s 
promptings? During Advent, join Rev. Sarah as we explore 
spiritual techniques for processing the issues of our time in ways 
that let God guide us, form us, and call us. Together, through 
prayer, music, scripture, and discussion, we will reflect on the 
ways we can be grounded in our faith as we engage with the 
difficulties of the world.

Thursday Morning Prayer - Advent Prayer Series
Meets: Every Thursday at 6:45-7:30 am 

in the Fireside Room
Contact Person: Deborah Cox

(cdeborahquilting@gmail.com)

During Advent, Deborah Cox will lead a special Advent Prayer 
series. The series will included guided prayer, quiet time, and 
music. This group is open to anyone who wants to practice 
prayer and/or silent meditation and anyone who would like to 
learn more about incorporating prayer into their life.

Spa For the Soul
Date: Saturday, December 15 - 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Contact Person: Sarah Beck (sarah@graceumcbillings.org)

Take a morning apart from the hustle and bustle of the season. 
This morning retreat includes candlelit carols, opportunities to 
explore prayer/mindfulness techniques, and a gentle yoga 
session (for those who wish to participate). The suggested 
donation is $20. Childcare is provided. Please RSVP to the 
church office or on the website - graceumcbillings.org/advent



Opportunities to Serve
Grace Elementary Enrichment Program (GEEP)

Meets: Mondays and Thursdays at 2:30 pm 
in the GEEP Room

Contacts: Loween Peterson (mollyging@aol.com)
       Mary Westwood (mew528110@aol.com)
       Sheryl Swanson (ward22415@gmail.com)

Age Level: Adult or High School Youth Volunteers

Every Monday and Thursday afternoon, 20 students from Rose 
Park Elementary School come to our church to snack, play 
games, and engage in creative activities. You can be part of this 
special enrichment ministry by volunteering with GEEP. Whether 
you play cards or basketball, paint, knit, or draw, like board 
games or puzzles, can teach cooking or make a nutritious snack, 
or if you are just willing to talk with young people about their lives, 
you are the kind of person GEEP needs!  You will make a 
difference in the lives of the kids, and find your own life enriched 
by any time you spend with the marvelous GEEP youngsters!

Rainbow Coffee House
Meets: Thursdays at 5:30 pm in Gathering Area
Contacts: Laura Fisher (rainbowcoffeehouse@gmail.com)

       Mary Maheras (lazydblmm@msn.com)
Age Level: Adult Volunteers

Rainbow Coffee House is a safe space and time every Thursday 
evening for high school aged LGBT+ youth and allies to gather, 
drink coffee (or tea), eat snacks, and connect with community. 
Our mission is to build resilence in LGBT+ youth through healthy 
peer relationships, empowerment, leadership development, 
education, community outreach, and advocacy.

You can support Rainbow Coffee House in a variety of ways. 
Volunteers are there to spend time with the youth at the coffee 
house. Snack Volunteers bring scrumptious treats for the youth to 
enjoy. If you are interested in find out more about RCH, or would 
like to sign up for snacks or volunteer training, please contact 
Laura Fisher at rainbowcoffeehouse@gmail.com. 



Yellowstone United Methodist Free Store
Meets: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 10 am - 12:30 pm

   Evangelical UMC - Fourth and Broadwater
Contact: Dale Francetich (dfrancetich@hotmail.com)
Age Level: Volunteers of all ages

The Yellowstone UMC Free Store is located on the second floor 
of Evangelical United Methodist Church, 345 Broadwater Avenue. 
It was organized by area United Methodist Churches to assist 
people in our community with clothing and household items at no 
charge. All are welcome to shop, donate, and volunteer. 
Volunteers make a difference not only by donating money and 
sharing new and gently used clothing, kitchewares, and small 
appliances, but also by donating their time to sort clothes, stock 
the store, and assist shoppers. Donations can be brought to 
Grace and placed in the red “Free Store” tub in the Gathering 
Area. Your support is greatly appreciated by many!

Reach Out in Advent
Angel Tree
Help out a family in need! Stop by the Angel Tree in the Gathering 
Area to adopt a member of one of the seven families that Grace is 
buying presents for this Christmas. You will find information about 
the family member and what they want for Christmas on the 
ornament you choose. Return the wrapped gifts (along with the 
information about the person you chose) to the church by 
Sunday, December 9. The families we are helping out are part of 
Family Support Network or Family Promise.

Rimrock Mall Hot Chocolate Outreach
Join folks from all of the United Methodist Churches in town as 
we spread some love to the shoppers at the Rimrock Mall on 
Saturday, December 15. We will be giving away hot chocolate 
and helping shoppers take packages to their cars. It will be a 
great way to warm some hearts and let people know about the 
amazing things happening with the United Methodists in Billings!



Happening in Advent

Nativity Scene Blessing - Sunday, December 2
Nativity or manger scenes are often among the cherished 
treasures we unwrap and display in our homes during the 
Advent/Christmas season. On the first Sunday of Advent 
(December 2), you are invited to bring a figurine from your 
home Nativity to church as we offer a special blessing.

World AIDS Day Prayer Service - Saturday, December 1
Join Riverstone Health Services and AIDS Spirit for a service 
of prayer and remembrance. We will light candles and 
remember those who have died this year, share prayers, 
scriptures, songs, and poems, and hear a word from the 
clients at Riverstone. (Service begins at 5:00 pm)

Spa For the Soul - Saturday, December 15, 10 am-1 pm
Take a morning apart from the hustle and bustle of the 
season for prayer, fellowship, and even a gentle yoga 
session (for those who wish to participate). Childcare is 
provided. RSVP by calling the church or visiting Grace’s 
website - graceumcbillings.org/advent

Christmas Caroling - Thursday, December 20, 6:00 pm
As Christmas Eve nears, let’s spread some Christmas cheer 
among our homebound members! We will meet at Grace at 
6 pm and carpool to the homes of several of our members, 
before ending the night at Rev. Sarah’s house for cookies 
and hot chocolate!

Making It Happen!
Our church does some amazing things - 

but not without YOU!
Give to Grace by visiting graceumcbillings.org/give

or text the amount of your gift to (406) 660-3699



Connect with Grace

Church Office Hours
Tuesday-Friday, 9 am - Noon

Rev. Sarah’s Open Office Hours
Rev. Sarah’s open office hours are Thursday mornings from 
10-11:30. Feel free to stop in the office if you need to catch 
up.

You can also join her at her “other office” (aka the City Brew 
on 32nd and Grand) every week for a cup of coffee and a chat 
about anything that’s on your mind from 1-3 pm on 
Thursdays.

If you would like to make a private appointment to speak with 
Rev. Sarah, please email her at sarah@graceumcbillings.org 
or call the church office (259-9711).

Want to know more about Grace?
We’d love to know more about you, too!

If you’re interested in finding out more about the mission 
and ministry of the church or how you can find a place at 
Grace, please get in touch with Rev. Sarah by calling the 
church office (259-9711)  or shooting her an email 
(sarah@graceumcbillings.org).

Call Us - (406) 259-9711

Email Us - hello@graceumcbillings.org (Office)
        sarah@graceumcbillings.org (Pastor)

Website - www.graceumcbillings.org

Facebook: billingsgrace

Instagram: @graceumcbillings


